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MAN DROWNS IN BAY OFF
LAVALLETTE

By Pete Smith

SCUBA and Rescue units
from all over Ocean County
descended wupon the
Lavallette bayfront on the
afternoon of Sunday Au-
gust 6th, when a canoe pas-
senger was reported sub-
merged off of Lavallette
Avenue. Teams from
Lavallette, Seaside
Heights, Dover Township,
Ocean Beach, The New
Jersey State Police, and
others searched the water
for about two hours before
the victim, reported to be a
33 year-old male, was
found drowned near where
the incident occured. The
area where the canoe
overturned is surrounded
by houses that are built
right up against the bulk-
head. With the beautiful
weather, many residents
were outside in their back-
yards or on their docks and
witnessed the event. One
neighbor said she heard

" commotion, and saw three

men struggling on a canoe,
screaming at each other in
a language she believed to
be Spanish. Then the ca-

noe overturned, and one of
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I'he usually tranquil waters of the bay off of Lavallette Avenue
in Lavallette were the scene of a large rescue operation when a
canoe passenger was reported submerged, and later drowned
on the afternoon of Sunday August 6th. Seaside Heights
SCUBA team members are seen in the photo: (Todd Larson on
Jet Ski, Billy Rumbolo and SCUBA team Captain Aaron Deluca

in the boat, and Brian Dardis in the water.)

the three men went under
the water. When the inci-
dent was reported,
Lavallette Police Depart-
ment officers responded
quickly, and several of them
apparently had jumped in
the water in almost full uni-
form to assist. Loyal Ga-
zette readers will remem-
ber that reporter Pete Smith
is heavily involved in Ocean
County’s Water Safety Day,
and last month was embed-
ded with the Blacksheep

-Squadron, an airborne unit

that patrols the skies of
Ocean County, and assists
with submersion calls. Dur-
ing the recent event, The
Blacksheep Squadron
planes were seen criss-

.crossing the skies over

Lavallette. A video of Wa-
ter Safety Day, featuring the
Blacksheep Squadron, re-
mains available to view free

online at thé following

website:www.youtube.com
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During the month of .
2006, a portion of all s
from boat purchases a
three locations of O«
Beach Marina will be
nated to Ocean of Loy
help families with chil
suffering from cancer.

Anundisclosed final am
will be donated to Ocea
Love.

Owner of Ocean Beach
rina, Lou Mercatanti s
sored this event. Ma:
Dandolphi, office const
and Jared Gaccione, Br
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