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The accuweather.com satellite image from
Tropical Storm Beryl as it passed off the
Jersey Coast, Thursday July 18,2006.
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By Pete Smith

Ocean County Water Safety

Day had a special twist in

2006. Not only had the event

changed locales to Hiering

Avenue and The Boardwalk in
Seaside Heights, but this year,
Gazette reporter Pete Smith
was an embedded journalist
with Ocean County
Blacksheep Squadron, a group
of volunteer pilots that patrol
the county. The Blacksheep
Squadron works closely with
Station 44, The Scaside
Heights Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment SCUBA team, assisting
with searches during submer-
sion calls. This relationship is
possible because of Seaside
Heights native, and local at-
tomey Chris Vaz, who is amem-
ber of Station 44 and also a
pilot with the Blacksheep
Squadron. During the calls in-
volving the squadron, Chris
operates the radio from the
ground, and his fellow pilots
communicate with him from
the sky. This year, Chris asked
Pete if he would be willing to
go along with the Blacksheep

= K . N - . o .
Pete Smith, SSH Coundilwoman Joyce Camera, SSH Mayor Ken
Hershey, Roden Lightbody, and SHPD Chief Tommy Boyd are
among those seen at Ocean County's Water Safety Day 2006, in

answer was yes, as Pete is
not afraid to try new things
and share them with loyal
Gazette readers. Pete llew
with pilot Ken Maxwell, tak-
ing off from Robert J. Miller
Airpark in Berkeley Town-
ship. Pete was flown all over
Water Safety Day in Seaside
Heights, and overall of Ocean
County, as far down south as
Barnegat Light, passing Old
Barney himself. After landing
safely, Pete returned to Wa-
ter Safety Day, which was

+ organized again this year by

Roden Lightbody of the
Ocean County Office of Traf-
fic and Engineering. To cap-
ture the special events, Pete
produced another video that
is now available for the pub-
lic to view on the popular
website www.youtube.com. A
direct link to the video is:
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=bzfTgihthwlA. You
can view all of Pete’s videos
by going to his youtube.com
“channel”, which can be di-
rectly accessed at:
www.youtube.com/
profile?user=jackbuster

Squadron, and of course the

I

3 Pete was an embedded jour-
nalist with the Ocean County
B Blacksheep Squadron on Wa-
ter Safety Day 2006, and a
video of the special occassion
is now available for public
view at the following web

o4 address: www.youtube.com
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